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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





A REASON GIVEN WHY CHRISTIANS TREAT 
ONE ANOTHER UNCHARITABLY. 


T'nat Christians have treated one another in an im- 
proper manner, is a fact, far from being unknown or 
unacknowledged. Many of those who have been guil- 
ty of persecution have defended themselves from the 
imputation of wrong by saying that they acted agreea- 
bly to the dictates of their consciences : to do as they 
have done they have thought theirduty. The interest 
of Christ’s kingdom on earth, say they, required that 
heresy should be put down by some means, and those 
which they considered the best they chose. But noth- 
ing is more apparent to him who has understandingly 
read the histories of our Lord, than this truth, that there 
is no action of his life which can be justly alleged in 
justification of persecution. But, notwithstanding this, 
some men who in all things may have meant, and in 
many acted well, have done that, which, if it may got 
be denominated persecution, partakes, in a degree, of 
its spirit. They may have entertained wrong ideas of 
their motives, and been influenced by a bad spirit, 
while they thought they were doing their duty, and 
glorifying God. 

An instance of this may be found in the conduct of 
one of our Lord’s apostles. I allude tothe act of John, 
when he forbade one whom he saw casting out devils 
in the name of Jesus. John undoubtedly thought he 
was doing his duty: he was performing a work for 
conscience’s sake. But any one that reads his frank 
acknowledgment to his Master, perceives immediately 
what was hisreal motive. ‘* Master,” said he, “ we 
saw one Casting out devils in thy name, and he follow- 
eth not with us ; and we forbade him, because he fol- 
foweth not with us.”> John might have entertained a 
certain pride of opinion and persuit which is so mani- 
fest in our day, that compels us to think very meanly 
of any thing that person does who “ followeth not us.” 
John acknowledged the man was doing a good deed, 
such a deed, | think, as he himself would perform, and 
doing it too, in the name of Jesus Christ. But all this 
was nothing. 
us.” This was all the wrong he saw: 
mance. 

We must not now look upon the apostle as one who | 
did that which he thought was wrong. For 
We judge from the circumstances under which he told | 
his Lord what he had been doing, we are compelled to! 


conclude that he thought he had performed a merito-. 


rious action. On their way to Capernaum, some of the 
apostles ** had disputed among themselves who should | 
be the greatest.”” Jesus soon amihented an opportunity, 
to give them a gentle reprimand. ‘+If any man,” said | 





** He followeth not with us,”? says John, | 
‘“ and we forbade him, because he followeth not with 
he found no, 
fault with the deed, nor the manner of its perfor 


if, 
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with them, and he forbade him, because he followed 
not with them. It certainly seems John thought’ he 
had done right, and was deserving of praise. } 
Our subject thus far pursued will make us suspicious 
that those who treat their fellow christians ancharita- 
bly do it because they follow not with them. It isa 
very speedy way of ingratiating one’s self into the fa- 
vor of a christian, to follow with Anim ; to attend pub- 
lic worship with him; say what he says, believe what 
he believes; see no errors in his creed, or in his con- 
duct. And it is as speedy a way to incur his displeas- 
ure to contradict him, or even to suggest that he may 
be wrong. Why did Saul of Tarsus so grievously per- 
secute the christians? Think ye, that if they had all 
been Jews, he would have done this? What has been 
the cause of all the persecutions since transpired? If 
Servetus had followed Calvin, he might not have been 
burned to death. Were not the Baptists persecuted 
in New-England because they ventured to depart from 
the road in which their persecutors had travelled ? 
One denomination of Christians denies another the 
name of christians. We may be almost sure to lose 
this character in the estimation of some, if we venture 
to follow not with them. And if a long and steady 
walk in the way of virtue shall prevent them from pub- 
licly declaring one to be a bad man, the most you can 
get them to acknowledge is, he may be a moral man, 
but he is not a Christian. But follow them, believe as 
they do, enter fully into their course of life, and your 
virtues shall be exaggerated, and ‘your vices covered 
over. All your intentions will be represented to be 
good; and if you commit some crimes which cannot be 
hidden, these will be extenuated. It will be said; 
temptation sometimes overcomes the best of men.— 
Why is it that some charches forbid the members of 
some, the privilege of communion, in the name of Je- 
sus, with them, at his table? Do they not forbid oth- 
ers because they follow not them? Do they forbid 
those who believe as they do? Who belong te the 
same sect? Who gre of ** the same faith and order?” 
These things appear to manifest the true reason why 
they forbid others, viz. they follow not with them. 
The notice of some facts will illustrate what we have 
said. It is well known that there are some who have 
consented to fellowship those of a denomination to 
which they themselves do not belong; but they will | 
not fellowship all denominations. Now what is tie 
| reason of this ? If they fellowship one denomination to} 
which they do not belong, why not all? Is not this the | 
reason? Those whom they fellowship have the same 
| spirit, and, in one sense, the same object to accomplish. 
They have a doctrine to propagate, which they affect 
to consider of great importance, in which they both 
agree. They agree in opinion in some things, in which 
‘either disagrees with those they will not fellowship.— 
They, at times, follow one another. They join in mis- 
‘sionary proceedings, private meetings, and in putting 


fear of the Lord.” 








paradox, and which is hardly to be accounted for.— 
To make the best of it, it represents some of our breth- 
ren as being very hypocritical. 1 mean their practice 
in the following respect : Calvinists say, that Univer- 
salism is greatly to be preferred to Arminianism ; and 
Arminians say that it is much a better doctrine than 
Calvinism. And yet they will both join together, and 
preach in each other’s pulpits to put down this awful 
heresy, which, according to their own confession, is so 
much better than either of the other doctrines, I am 
inclined to think, that these people like any creed 
which contains the doctrine of endless misery. 

The foregoing observations will tend to shew that 
our Saviour disapproves of such conduct as has been. 
described. His whole life issa severe reproof to these 
whose conduct savors of persecution. Did he not say, 
to John, in relation to that part of his conduct, a de- 
scription of which has constituted a leading feature of 
these remarks, ** Forbid him not 2”? Whocanhear of 
his conduct, at the time James and John would com- 
mand fire from heaven to consume the Samaritans, 
without feeling the force of his example of forgiveness 
and charity? He never reproved his disciples for be- 
ing charitable—for associating with sinners—for exer- 
cising a lenient spirit—for forgiving injuries and indig- 
nities;—but he did reprove them for disputing who 
should be the greatest—for possessing a desire to injure 
their fellow men—for rebuking those that ‘* brought 
to him little children, that he might lay his hands on 
them and pray.” We do not learn that he ever re- 
proved them for being too liberal, frank, or ingenuous. 
When I look.round upon the christian world, and be- 
hold it divided into a large number of sects, each pos- 
sessing its peculiar views and feelings; when I see in 
them a coldness, a jealousy, and sometimes a hatred 
towards-one another ; when I find some of them think 
there is such a thing as too much frankness, generosity 
and liberality, I cannot but wonder that a review of 
the life and character of our glorious Lord does not 
produce the most pungent contrition and shame. How 
amiable, in every view, does he appear! Well did 
Isaiah say, ** The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, , 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge, and of the 
RicHARDSs, 
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From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


NEW WORK 
PROPOSED BY RAMMOHUN ROY. 

In reading the Preface to Rammohun Roy’s Finad 
Appeal to the Christian Public, our attention was pow- 
erfully arrested by the following proposal for a monthly 
theological] publication. : 





“ Aschristianity is happily not a subject resting on vague 


he, “ desire to be first, the sAme shall be last of all, | ‘down what they call an awful heresy. ‘They are both | metaphysical specujatious, but is founded upon the au- 


and servant of all. 
in the midst of them: and, when he had taken him in 


‘matters pertaining to religion. But what! am inclin- 


And he took a child, and set him | equ uly alarmed at the unrestrained use of reason in | thority of boeks written in languages, which are un- 


derstood and explained according to known and stand- 


his arms, he said unto them, whosoever shall receive |}ed to think is the strongest bond of union between | ing rules, I therefore propose, with a view to the more 
one of such children in my name, recciveth ine.” This them, is their agreement in the particular tenet of speedy and certain attainment of religious truth,to estab- 


appears immediately to have brought to John’s mind, | endless misery. 
that certain part of his conduct which we have noticed. lred thing. 


Our Lord did not say, Whosoever, following you, shall ! 


receive one of such children in my name,receiveth me; | sesses a peculiar power. 


but whosoever should do it, let him be, who he mizht. 


Jobn replied to this by saying that he had seen one | er rage upon a third 
Castiag out devils in Jess 


name. but he followed not! 


Ww hi ch, 


This has become a darling and a sac- ; 


it pore 
j 


Israelites, we must not touch it, lest we die. 
It has stopped too creat par- | 


Nish a monthly periodical publication, commenced from 


In one sense it is like the ark among the | the month of April next, to be devoted_to Biblical criti- 


cism, and to subject Unitarian as well as Trinitarian 


doctrines to the test of fair argument, if those of the 


ties from fighting each other, aud set them with a fierc- | latter persuasion will consent thus to submit the scrip- 


This brings to mind something | tural grounds on which their tenets concerning the 


campared with the above, seems a strange | Trinity are built. 
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‘ For the eake of method and convenience, | 
pose that, beginning with the Pook of Genesis, and 
taking all the passages in that portion of Scripture, 
which are thought to countenance the doctrine of the 
Trinity, we should examine thew one by one, and pub- 
lish our observations upon them ; and that next month 
we proceed in the same manner with the Book of Exo- 
dus, and go on with all the Books of the Old and New 
Testaments, in their regular order. 

* Ifany one of the Missionary Gentlemen, for him- 
self and in behalf of his fellow laborers, choose to pro- 
fit by the opportunity thus afforded them of defending 
and diffusing the doctrines they have undertaken to 
preach, I request that an Essay on the Book of Gene- 
sis of the kind above intimated may be sent me by the 
middie of the month, and if confined within reasona- 
ble limits not exceeding a dozen or sixteen pages, | 
hereby engage to cause it to be printed and circulated 
at my own charge, should the Missionary Gentlemen 
refuse to. bestow any part of the funds, intended for 
the spread of Christianity, towards this object ; & also 
that a reply (not exceeding the same number of pages) 
to the arguments adduced, shall be published along 
with it by the beginning of the ensuing month. That 
this new ‘mode of controversy by short monthly publi- 
cations may be attended with all the advantages which 
I, in common with other searchers after truth, expect, 
and of which it is capable, it will be absolutely neces- 
sary that nothing be introduced of a personal nature, 
or calculated to hurt the feelings of individuals—that 
we avoid all offensive expressions, and such arguments 
as have no-immediate gonnexion with the subject, and 
can only serve to retard the progress of discovery ; and 
that we never allow ourselves for a moment to forget 
that we are engaged ina solemn religious disputation.” 





Whether this work will ever be commenced and pro- 
secuted, we know not. There will doubtless be many 
obstacles to it ; some of them arising unexpectedly, and 
some purposely created by interested men. But it is 
enough to increase our former admiration of this won- 
derful Hindoo, that he has announced such an under- 
taking. A periodical publication, devoted to the ere- 
gests, as Professor Stuart would call it, of the Jewish 
and Christian Script res, to be carried on by a Bramin 
of Hindostan, in the English language, at his own ex- 
pense, with his own types, and at a press which is work- 
ed by his own countrymen! Who would have ventur- 
ed to predict such a thing twenty years ago? 

{t has been for some time one of our most pleasing 
contemplations to mark the path of this man, Itisa 
track of light in a dark sky. We cannot despair of the 
conversion of British India, at no very distant period, 
to a pure system of religion and morals, while we be- 
hold such a man as Rammohun Roy, laboring with all 
his heart and ali his means, in the cause of reason. and 
knowledge, and truth. , 


: eet 3 
ANOTHER CONVERSION. 


WeE have recently received a letter from Mr. Geo. 
i,oM4S, who has been for 30 years a believer in Meth- 
odism, informing us that he has been publicly excom- 
municated from the Methodist Church, for ‘‘ preaching 
en opposition to eternal punishment.” He has been for 
some time a local preacher, on Dutchess County cir- 
cenit, N. ¥. He informs us that he is an Universalist, 
and that he preaches, and wishes to coutinue to preach. 
No fault was found with his conduct »y the committee 
appointed to inquire into reports concerning him, a 
minute of whose proceedings we have received. 

We have no apprehension that this excommunica- 
tion will be any injury to Mr. Lomas. Such things 
are little heeded in these days. Why should churches 
excommunicate their members for not believing a doc- 
trine to which members of christian churches, in the 
days of Christ and his apostles, were not required to 
give their assent ?-—Editors, 
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General Conclusion, 
OR THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE 
MATTER. 


“ But this Iconfess unto thee, that after the way 
which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fath- 
ers, believing all things which are writlen in the lau and 


the prophets ; and have hope towards God, which they | 


themselves allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the 


dead, both of the just and unjust.” 
Acts xxiv. 14, 15. 


In almost every age of the world, it has been the 
lot of public men, to sufler by evil report and good ; 
to be considered as deceivers, and yettrue. This Paul 
well knew, while engaged in preaching the truth as it 
is in Jesus. Though a faithful servant of God ; yet by 
his brethren the Jews, he was represented as a pesti- 
lent fellow, a mover of sedition, mad, beside himself, 
and an heretic. This last charge he readily confessed ; 
but his heresy, he declared, contained in it, worship 
as his fathers worshipped, belief in all the prophets, 
with an hope of the resurrection of all men, just and 
unjust. 

Almost every denomination of religious people have 
charged each other with heresy ; and there is scarcely 
a minister on earth, but has been by more or less charg- 
ed with heresy. It has been the writer’s lot to share 
largely in this charge, from various directions. 

My first knowledge of what is now called doctrine, 
was what is named Calvinism ; or that God has pre- 
determined the eternal salvation of a few, and exclud- 
ed from the possibility of salvation, all others of the 
human race. This system was too narrow and short 
for my mind, and altogether opposite to the manifesta- 
tion of God in all his ways to men. 

The second step, or advance of my mind was to 
what is now called Arminianism ; or that God loved 
all; that Christ died for all ; and then left it to men, 
whether they would be saved or not. This, in my 
mind, left all at wncertainty—as to coming tp the 
knowledge of truth, or in the end obtaining pst 
life. ' 

Viewing the broad foundation laid in the love of 
God ; the fulness of Christ ; the situation of all men ; 
the extent of the prophecies and promises, I was led to 
conclude that it would be as much wisdom in God to 
save all in the end, as it was wisdom to make and pre- 
serve them in this world, and give them all things rich- 
ly to enjoy. ; 

The two first systems, have in times past been term- 
ed heresies, yea, damnable heresies; but those days 
are past, and these systems have by age become popu- 
lar; they are now called sound doctrines, ** The doc- 
trines of grace ; but the last, that every man shall be 
presented faultless,—this, is considered damnable doc- 
trine ; the doctrine of devils; licentious doctrine, a 
doctrine calculated to lead men by millions to endless 
misery! So great an heresy, that all who believe it, 
believe a lie, and must be damned forever. 

Into this heresy, my mind was pleasingly led, by be- 
lieving all things written in the law and the prophets, 
who uniformly declared ‘* the restitution of all things” 
—when the mystery of God shall be finished ;—in this 
I lived, and this I preached, six years,—having hope 
towards God, as it respects the resurrection of all men 
to glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life. 

From various causes, separate from the scriptures, 
(about six months ago) I gave up the doctrine as doubt- 
ful, and endeavored to preach a limited salvation ; but 
never preached endless misery; a doctrine not named 
in the Bible. While laboring to work my mind into a 
partial doctrine—I was obliged to pass by all those 
glorious prophecies, which speak of endless blessings to 
all nations—and in the time, took particular notice of 
the situation of people who thought mankind would be 
eternally separated, and a part miserable forever. | 


| sew them divided among themeelves, an 
with ali their religion. : ' 

After a long struggle, as Nebuchadnezzar said, my 
understanding came unto me, and all appeared plain, 
My mind is now more clearly instructed than ever in 
this glorious truth ; (¢-That God has given Jesus pow- 
jor overall flesh, for this purpose, that he should give au 
evesn elernal life. The following are some of the fea- 
| sons for thus believing ;— 
| 1. This accords with the manifestation God has 
made of himself to all nations, in all ages of the world. 
The sun rises and shines on the ‘evil and good, and the. 
rain is sent on the just, and unjust. All are in this 
life treated as his creatures, and as the children of his 
love. These things cannot be denied. ' This is Kis 
witness to all nations;—He does good to all, sends 
them rain and fruitful seasons, and fills their hearts with 
food and gladness. He cannot deal otherwise with all 
men in another state, unless his mind towards men is 
changed. He is of one mind, does according to his 
will ;—is the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variableness, nor shadow of turning. 

2. A belief in the eternal salvation of all men; or 
that they will be delivered from sin, misery, mortality, 
and death, best agrees with the condition of all men.- 
All are God’s offspring ;-he is the former of our bodies 
and Father of our spirits ;-the God of the spirits of all 
flesh ;—all souls are his,—all are under sin—all have 
have gone out of the way—He has concluded all un- 
der sin, that he might have mercy upon all. All are 
in one condition by nature, and to save a part, and re- 
ject the remainder, or leave them to work their own 
ruin, would be partiality, and contrary to that wisdom 
from above, that is ‘‘ without partiality.” 

3. This belief agrees with the desire God has im- 
planted in the hearts of all good men, or such as have 
come tothe knowledge of the truth in Jesus. All men 
who pray in the Holy Ghost, pray that all may be say- 
ed. He who has taught them thus to pray, must de- 
sign to answer that request which he has taught them 
to make. 

4. This belief gives us encouragement for the most’ 
wretched and miserable. It includes the chief of siu- 
ners, and though they may be our enemies, yet we are 
led to love them, knowing God loves them, and that 
he will finally make them his friends and ours, and 
bring them where they shall enjoy him, and all others. 

5. This belief leads to the destruction of that spirit 
of party, persecution, and want of love to each other, 
which is so manifest among sectarians and limitarians 
in every part of the world, where people profess to be- 
lieve in partial salvation. This leads us to ask, ‘‘Are 
we better than they ?”—‘‘ Is he the God of the Jews 
only ? Is he not of the Gentles also?” This lead men — 
to unite in great things, and not to divide on account 
of things in themselves indifferent. 

6. This belief leads us tohonor God, as the Saviour of 
all men, and to view Christ as the Saviour of the world, 
not only in word, but in deed and truth. And itis the 
best calculated to lead men to repentance, faith, and 
obedience, of any doctrine ever preached to man- 
kind. 

7. The restitution of all things is what all the pro- 
phets spake of since the world began. ‘This is the 
beat testimony of all the scriptures. To Shiloh shall 
‘the gathering of the people be. In Christ shall all the 
‘nations of the earth be blessed. ‘* Men shall be bless- 
ed in him, all nations shall call him blessed.” “ All 
the ends of the world shail remember and turn unto the 
Lord ; and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship 
before thee. All they that be fat upon the earth shall 
jeat and worship; all they that go down to the dust 
\shall bow before him; and none can keep alive his 
own soul.”—Psalms xxii. 27, 29. ‘¢ And in this moun- 


@ miserable 








tain shall the Lord cf hosts make unto ail people @ 
feast of fat things——Ile will swallow up death in vic- 
tory ; and the Lora God will wipe away tears from off 
‘all faces.”’—Isa. xxv. 6--8. 
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The scriptures foretell an end of transgression and 


. sin— That all shall be’ gathertd together ‘in one in 
Christ—That all in heaven and earth shail be recon- 
ciled in Christ--That al! shall in Christ be made alive, 
who die in Adam; and that all who have borne the 
image of Adam, shall bear the image of Christ—That 
all shall bow before him, and confess him Lord to the 
glory of God, and that every creature in existence 
shall, to the approbation of the four and twenty elders, 
sing, Worthy is the Lamb. That God's will shall be 
done in earth as in heaven. ‘This cannot be, until 
there shall be none sinners, none mortal, or dead. 

How glorious! How suitable toman! How hon- 
orable to God! In what harmony with the angels’ 
song! In what harmony with the Saviour’s declara- 
tion, to give all flesh eternal life. 

“¢ Here will I set up my rest, 

My fluctuating heart, 

From the haven of his breast 

Shall never nore depart.” 
These things are faithful and true, and will stand 
forever. 

Many are now waiting for a communication frem me 
through some public paper; this is what my mind is 
settled upon as the Truth contained in the Scriptures. 
I have no war with any man, nor with any sect or de- 
nomination; they are all. God’s offspring, and included 
in the number to be blest in Christ Jesus. I do not 
belong to any limited sectarians on earth, but to the 
general assembly and church of the first born that are 
written in heaven. 

It is my choice, and my greatest happiness to be rec- 
oned among those preachers and believers who preach 
and believe Christ will save from sin and death, Ad- 
am, Eve, and all their descendants, and hope so to live, 
that my connexion with them may be for our mutual 
good, and the increase of the knowledge of that grace 
which more abounds than sin. 

May the preachers of this ** good tidings” ‘* be ev- 
er clothed with salvation”’—-may these watchmen see 
eye to eye, lift up their voices, and .sing for joy of 
heart. May all believers in this true grace of God, 
prove by their conversation and lives, that the doc- 
trine they embrace is the doctrine according to godli- 
ness. 

May knowledge increase, hurtful divisions be done 
away, and all unite to crown the Saviour of the world 
—Lorp or ALL. ELIAS SMITH. 

Boston, January 19, 1824. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


QUERY. 


Was there ever a crime committed by man, where 
tgnorance was not the cause ?—If any person will have 
the goodness to prove a different cause, he will very 
much oblige a serious inquirer after truth. A. C. 

Middleboro’, Dec. 5, 1823. 





a 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


AMEN.— ALLELUIA. 


These two words mean,—So let it be. Praise ye the 
Lord. In the early part of life, my kind and ten- 
der-hearted mother, while teaching her young child- 
fen ;-~among other things informed us, that unless we 
were of the elect, we must be miserable to all eternity ;. 
and though her natural affections would not now allow 
t; yet at the day of judgment, when the non-elect 
should be sent into endless fire, she should say men. 





| fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants 


these things I heard a gfeat voice of much people in 
heaven, saying, Alleluia: Salvation, and glory, and 
honor, and power, unto the. Lord our God ; for true 
and vighteous are thy judgments; for he hath judged 
the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her 


at hishand. And again they said, Alleluia, and her 
smoke rose tp for ever and ever. ‘ And the four and 
twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and wor- 
shipped God that sat on the throfie, saying, Anien ; 
Alleluia.” 

The cause of the use of these two words is plain.— 
1. Salvation, glory, honor, and power. Men are saved 
from this present evil world, to the glory and honor of 
God, by the power of his gospel. 

2. The woman, the great whores the great city, 
(Rome) or the power of the popes of Rome, over the 
kings of Europe, and other countries. This hierarchy, 
or crue! power exercised Sver millions Onder the name 
of religion, is at an end, being destroyed by the breath 
of Christ’s mouth, and the brightness of his appearing. 
The smoke of this burning is now seen. Many are now 
singing Amen—.Alleluia. The destruction of anti- 
christian powers, is the cause of the joy, and not the 
misery of men lost forever. APOLLOS. 


(¢pReavest.—As We are desirous of making out a 
Biographical Sketch of our late revered and esteemed 
Brother, the Rev. ELHANAN WINCHESTER, we earn- 
estly solicit from our friends, particularly from those in 
Philadeiphia, New-York, and Hartford, all the infor- 
mation which they can give us of him, of the events of 
his life, of his religious labors and successes. What- 
ever be the information of this kind, which our friends 
possess or will procure for us, it would be most grate- 


fully received by, 
The Editors of the Magazine, 


—_——_ — 





FOR THE UNIVERSAPIST MAGAZINE. 





THE MORALIST.....No. 7. 
“This Year thou shalt Die.” 


Jer. xxviii. part of the 16th verse. 


Myruiaps of the human race have entered on the 
last year of their life. Before the sun, which arose 
this morning to witness the new year, shall have run 
his annual round, thousands now in the enjoyment of 
health and happiness, surrounded by friends in posses- 
sion of every thing that can make life agreeable, will 
be mouldering in the silent grave. Many that are now 
in the enjoyment of love and friendship, who hailed 
the dawning year with rapture, who are promising 
themselves many years of pleasure, will, long ere it 
closes, be slumbering in the cold embraces of death ; 
and the places, that once knew them, will know them 
no more forever. The most endearing ties are not 
proof against the hand of death. The affectionate hus- 
band must be parted from the dear companion of his 
bosom ;—the lover from the dear object of his affection, 
with whont he promised himself many years of happi- 
ness. 

You, my friends, that have been called upon to wit- 
ness these scenes,—you alone can describe the anguish 
of them ; that anguish which attends the parting scene, 
when we are called to surrender our dearest comforts ; 
when the tender mother sees her lovely infant perish, 
like a blossom in her arms. This is anguish thai none 
can describe, but those who have felt it.—They alone 
can tell how bitter itis. Reader, before this year clos- 
es, you and I may be called to experience this. ‘The 





—Alleluia, to our damnation, while viewing God’s jus- 
ce in thus puuishing his enemies. ‘To prove all this 
she quoted Rev. xix. 4. 


awful sentence denounced by the prophet on Hanani- 
ah may be executed on us. The hand that pens these 
lines may be motionless in death ;--this tongue chain- 





ed in everlasting silence ; these eyes closed in ever- 





in this latter part of life, my mind has been led to 
®Xamine the subject in Kev. xix. 1—4, * And after | 


jasting night; and my name blotted out of the records , 


of time. Many of the friends of our youth have gone 
to the land’ of silence and corruption. Those who 
wete endeared to us by a thousand fies, have been 
torn from us by that ruthless destroyer, death. He, 
with impartial state, knocks at the cottage and the 
palace gate. Though he is the king of terrors, he is 
often hailed as a friend to the miserable. They seek 
for him as for hidden treasures, and are glad when they 
can find the grave; for there the weary are at rest, 
and the wicked cease from troubling. There the 
wretched lay them down, and sleep in safety, till the 
trump of God shall call them up to glory and immor- 
tality, ever to dwell in the abodes of bliss. 


Death is the privilege of human nature, 
And life without it were net worth the having ; 
There the poor and prisoners repair, 
And lay their burdens down, 
My friends, may we all be prepared for this solemn 
event; then shall our last end be peace. 
West-Cambridge, Jan. 1, 1824 


—w 6D) a 


From the Evening Gazette. 





Christianity in India. 

We lately published several extracts accompanied 
by remarks, from some important letters on the State’ 
of Christianity in India, written by the Abbe I. A.Du- 
bois, a Catholic missionary in Mysore. ‘The article 
has attracted some attention in the Washington, Vir- 
ginia, and New-York newspapers—and the work itself 
will no doubt occasion an animated controversy on the 
doubtfal utility of Missionary and Bible Societies for 
the purpose of converting the Hindoos to christianity. 
The London Examiner, in commenting upon the sub- 
ject, introduces some opinions of the learned author. 

In general terms, therefore, we agree with the Ab- 
be Dubois, who has spent thirty years as a missionary 
in the Fast to no manner of purpose, and who asserts, 
without the lgast reserve, that nobody clse has been 
more successful than himself. ‘T'o prove this tréth, he 
gives a slight sketch of the state of Christianity in In- 
dia, the-result of successive missions ; and above all,. 
a genuine account of the usual description of natives 
who became converts. The information is almost lu- 
dicrously opposed to the flourishing statements which 
are annually laid before a number of well-disposed 
persons, who interest themselves in the conversion of 
the Hindoos in the honest, but useless way of pecu- 
niary benefaction. The Jesuits were the only mis. 
sionaries who ever had the slightest chance of making 
numerous Indian converts, and that was by the world- 
ly policy of the suaviter in modo. "They overlooked 
(and it is quile obvious, from the classic complexion 
of many ceremonies in the Greek and Latin churches. 
that the primitive Christians did.the same) the incon- 
trolable disposiiion of the Indian converts to interuin: 
gle their ancient ceremonies and observations with 
their new faith. By this and kindred arts, they were 
gradually forming a large mongrel Christian comauni- 
ty, which might sooner or later have become imiport- 
ant, when the jealousy of their brethren of other or 
ders disclosed their arts tothe See of Rome, whic! 
with more honesty and less policy thyn ugual, final!s 
decreed a more rigid system of proceeding ; and the 
converts decreased iu proportion, . Oa the Lutheran 
and other missions, the plain speaking Abbe is equally 
explicit ; attend, for instance, to the ioilewiug hovest 
avowa! :— ‘ 
“ During the long pericd I have lived in India, ii 


|the capacity of a missionary, 1 have made, with th: 


assistance of a native missionary, in all between two 
and three hundred converts of both sexes. Of this 
number two thirds were pariahes, or beggars; and the 
rest were composed of sudras, vagrants, and ontcasts 
of several tribes, who, being withomt resource, turned 
Christians, in order to form new ccunexions, Chiefly for 
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the purpose of marriage, or with some other interested 
views. Among them are to be found some also who 
believed themselves to be possessed by the devil, and 
who turned Christians, after having been assured that 
on their receiving baptism the unclean spirits would 
leave them, never to return ; and I will declare it, with 
shame and confusion, that | do not remember any one 
who may be said to have embraced Christianity from 
conviction, and through quite disinterested motives.— 
Among these new converts many apostatised, and re- 
lapsed into Paganism, finding that the Christian relig- 
ion did not afford them the temporal advantages they 
looked for in embracing it; and I am verily ashamed, 
that the resolution I have taken to declare the whole 
truth on this subject forces me to make the humiliat- 
ing avowal, that those who continued Christians are 
the very worst among my flock. 


‘¢ | know that my brother missionarics in other parts 
of the country, although more active, and more zeal- 
ous, perhaps thaa myself, have not been more fortu- 
nate, either in the number or quality of their proselytes. 
For my part, I have until now, struggled, though in 
yain, with the numberless difficulties stated in these 
letters, and exerted myself to the utmost not to sink 
under so many disadvantages. Ifa great many per- 
sons of my profession have discharged their duties with 
more ability, 1 believe that I may boast that few have 





done it with more patience and perseverance than my- 
self; and in spite of every kind of disgust and contra- | 
diction, in spite of the inutility of my pursuits, I am | 
actermined, after having embraced the profession ef a 
missionary to continue the desperate struggle, and per- 
severe in it to the last. 


‘* In fact, the conversion of the Hindoos, under ex- 
isting circumstances, is so hopeless a thing, and their 
prejudices against it are so deeply rooted, and decid- 
edly declared, that-I am firmly persuaded, that if 
(what has never been the case) the Hindoo Brahmins 
were animated bv a spirit of proselytism, and sent to 
Europe missionaries of their own faith, to propagate 
their monstrous religion, and make converts to the 
worship of Seeva and Vishnoo, they would have much 
more chance of success, among certain classes of so- 
ciety, than we have to make among them true con- 
yerts to the faith in Christ.” 


“It is certain that during the last 60 years no pro- 
selytes, or but a very few have been made. Those 
christians who are still to be met with in several parts 
of the country, and whose numbers diminish every 
day are the offspring of the converts made by the Je- 
suits before that period. The very small number of 
proselytes who are still gained over from time to time | 
are found among the lowest tribes; so are individuals 
who, driven out fram their castes on account of their 
vices or scandalous transgressions of their usuages are 
shunned afterwards by every body as oullawed men, and 
Aare no other resource than that of turning christians 
in order to form new connexions in society, and you 
will easily fancy that such an assemblance of the offals 
and dregs of sociely, only tends to increase the contempt 
and aversion enterlained by the Hindoos ageinst Chris- 
tianity ! ; 

In fact, how can our holy religion prosper amidst so 
many insurmountable obstacles? A person who em- 
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The very name of Christian carries along with it the | same reason that we have given the preceding extract 
stain of infamy; and the proposal alone to become a ‘we supply the following :— oJ 
convert to christianity is considered by every well-bred ‘“* In my last journey to the coast, I sawa letter on 
Hindoo as a very serious insult, which is instantly re- the subject, from a missionary in Travancore, to a per- 
sented as I have witnessed in repeated instances. | son of the same description at Pondicherry, in which 
The christian religion is at the present time become | wee the following expressions : 
so odious, that in several parts of the country a Hindoo | ‘ * Many hundred sets of the New Testaments, 
who should happen to have friends or connexions translated into the Malayan dialect, have been sent to 
among the natives professing the religion would not "S (without our asking for them) to be circulated 
dare to own it in public,as he would be exposed to, ®Mong our Christians. I have perused this perform- 
severe reproof for holding a familiar intercourse with Ce: the translation is truly piteous, and only worthy 
(in their opinion) people so degraded. This is attri- | of contempt : one cannot peruse four verses without 
buted in a great degree to the immoral and singular shrugging up the shoulders. This large collection of 


conduct of many Europeans in every part of the New Testaments now in our hands places us in a very 
country. | awkward situation: if we leave them to rot in our 


Beside the Catholic christians there are still existing | apartments, we fear to expose ourselves to the displeas- 
in some parts of the*country small congregations of the | ure of those who supplied us with them, who appear 
Lutheran sect ; but they are held, if possible, in a still anxious to have them cireulated, and if we follow their 
higher degree of contempt than the former. , instructions on the subject, we cover ourseleves with 


In the mean time do not suppose that these three ridicule.” ” 
congregations (one of which consisted of only three in- | SE 








dividuals, a drummer, a cook aud a horse-keeper) are SELECTED. 
wholly composed of converted pagans. At least half ae 
consists of Catholic apostates who went over to the * 
Lutheran sect in time of famine and from other inter- SON G. 


ested motives. 

Behold the Lutheran Mission established in India | 
more than a century ago! Interrogate its missiona- | 
ries, ask them what were their successes during so } 
long a period, and through what means were gained | 
over the few proselytes they made? Ask them wheth- | 
er the interests of their sect are improving or whether | 
they are gaining ground or whether their small num- | 
bers are not rather dwindling away ? 


WueEn Freedom on the battle storm 
Her weary head reclined ; 

When round her fair majestic form 
The serpent Slavery twined; 

Amid the din, beneath the cloud, 
Great WASHINGTON appeared ; 

His daring hand rolled back the shroud 
And thus the sufferer cheered— 


Burst, burst thy chains! Be great, be free$ 
With giant strength arise! 

Stretch, stretch, thy pinions, Liberty, 
Thy flag raise to the skies ; 

Cothe, clothe thyself in Glory’s robe, 


Behold the truly industrious, the unaffected, the un- | 
assuming Moravian brethren! Ask them how many | 
converts they have made in India during a stay of a-| 
bout 70 years by preaching the gospel in all its naked | 
simplicity? They will answer, ‘* Not one! nota sin- | Let stars thy banner gem: 

et s é gem: 


gle '”” 7 
Rule, rule the sea—possess the globe 


Behold the Historians in Travancore! Interrogate | Wear Victory’s diadem— 





work of proselytism in these modern times? they | Go, tell the world a world is bora— 

will reply that their congregations, once so flourishing Another oil gives light ; 

and amounting according to Gibbon’s account to 200, Another sun illumes the morn, 

000 souls are now reduced to less than one eighth of Another star the night— 

this number and ate daily diminishing. Be just, be brave—and let thy name 
Behold the Baptist Missionaries at Serampore! In- snangencnene cages angie . 

quire what are their spiritual success on the shores of Wenn, wear the anne snnetihef fame 


the Ganges? Ask them whether they have really sen ena Seip 


well founded hope that their indefatigable labors in 
endeavoring to get the Holy Scriptures translated into 


He said—and lo! the stars of night 
Forth to her banner flew ; 








all the idiom of India will increase their successes ?— And morn with pencil dipt in light, 
Ask them whether those extremely incorrect versions Her blushes on it drew— 
already obtained at an immense expence have produc- Columbia’s Chieftain seized the prize, 
ed the sincere conviction of a single Pagan ?” The glorious sheet unfurled, 
As a member of the church of Rome, the Abbe Du Flew with it to his native skies 
bois may look with unfriendly eyes upon a promiscu- And war'd it-clee the world. “Bosros Dame 
ous diffusion of what are called versions of scripture in — 
the native dialects of India, without advertence to WiscassEr, JAN. 9. 


their accuracy as transcripts. So far, therefore, hisf SUICIDE.—On Thursday morning last, the wife of 
objections to and depreciation of.these presumed trans- | !r. Humphrey Whidden, of Montville, put an — 
lations, may be regarded with caution. Whatever the | '¢" ©xistence, by cutting her throat with a razor. =e 

5* . had, about three months before, joined the Calvinistic 


origin of his objections rev C4 : j 
g is objections, however, he takes up a ground Baptist Church in Freedom, and appeared happy in the 


braces it becomes a proscribed and outlawed man; he ifrom which it is by no means easy to dislodge him.— 
loses at once all that can attach him to life. A hus-! For instance, he commences with the a difficul- 
band, a fatlier forsaken by his own wife and children. _ ties encountered in all the translations of the Bible ex- 
who obstinately refuse to have any intercourse with | tant in Europe: the dee 
their degraded relative. A son is unmercifully driven 
out of his paternal mansion and entirely deserted by 
those who give him birth. 


p learning employed ; the im- 
mense labor undergone ; and the length of time occu- 
pied to translate the scriptures into copious and civil- 
ized languages ; and then asks what is to be expected 
e : wind? “a or, r ; M 
ett enaner J nag christian Religion therefore, a | from the labors of a few partially gifted foreigners, who 
indoo loses his all. Relations, kindred, friends—all|s0 glibly profess to translate the Bible into dialects 
desert him : Goods, rossessions, inheritance all disap- | which, from the nature of things, must in a variety of 
pear! W here is the man furnished with a sufficient {instances want even correspondent terms? In point of 
rune fortitude to be able ‘o bear such ¢se-} fact, he asserts, that their pretended ines bce al- 





ways ridiculous, and often incomprehensible. Forthe 





enjoyment of her faifly,: till within the last fortnight, 
when she manifested signs of a troubled spirit and 
sloomy forebodings—and has now terminated her 
wretchedness in death by her own hands. She left 
two children.—Jnt. 








To Readers and Correspondents. 


The Communication of ‘+ An Inhabitant,”” seems to 
contain little but what has already been published in 
the Magazine. 
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DIED, 


In Bernardston, Mass. Dec. 29, Lorenzo 5. ConA- 
BLE, aged 14, 








